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annual TAC is apportioned to the A 
season for hook-and-line, pot and jig 
gear from January 1 through June 10, 
and for trawl gear from January 20 
through June 10. Forty percent of the 
annual TAC is apportioned to the B 
season for hook-and-line, pot and jig 
gear from September 1 through 
December 31, and for trawl gear from 
September 1 through November 1 
(§§ 679.23(d)(3) and 679.20(a)(11)). 
These seasonal apportionments of the 
annual Pacific cod TAC are discussed in 
greater detail below. 

The FMP specifies that the TAC 
amount for the ‘‘other species’’ category 
is calculated as 5 percent of the 
combined TAC amounts for target 
species. The 2006 GOA-wide ‘‘other 
species’’ TAC is 13,856 mt, and the 2007 
TAC is 12,229 mt, which is 5 percent of 
the sum of the combined TAC amounts 
(278,094 mt for 2006 and 245,543 mt for 
2007) for the target species. The sum of 
the TACs for all GOA groundfish is 
291,950 mt for 2006 and 257,772 mt for 
2007, which is within the OY range 
specified by the FMP. The sums of the 
2006 and 2007 TACs are higher in 2006 
and lower in 2007 than the 2005 TAC 
sum of 291,298 mt (70 FR 8958, 
February 24, 2005). 

In June 2005, the Council selected its 
preferred alternative for Amendment 69 
to the GOA FMP to revise the manner 
in which the ‘‘other species’’ complex 
TAC is annually established. If 
approved, Amendment 69 would allow 
the Council, as part of its annual harvest 
specification process, to recommend a 
TAC amount for the ‘‘other species’’ less 
than or equal to 5 percent of the sum of 
the combined TAC amounts for target 
species. The intent of Amendment 69 is 
to better conserve and manage the 
species which comprise the ‘‘other 
species’’ complex. NMFS published a 
Notice of Availability (NOA) for 
Amendment 69 in the Federal Register 
on November 16, 2005 (70 FR 69505) 
and a proposed rule to implement 
Amendment 69 in the Federal Register 
on November 29, 2005 (70 FR 71450). 
Comments on the NOA were invited 
through January 17, 2006, and 
comments on the proposed rule were 
invited through January 13, 2006. 

Copies of Amendment 69, the EA/RIR/ 
IRFA prepared for the amendment, and 
the proposed rule may be obtained from 
NMFS, Alaska Region or from its Web 
site (see ADDRESSES). In December 2005, 
the Council recommended that if 
Amendment 69 receives Secretarial 
approval, then the TAC for the ‘‘other 
species’’ complex should be amended to 
4,500 mt in 2006 and 2007. This amount 
would meet the incidental catch needs 
in the other directed groundfish and 
halibut fisheries while allowing for a 
limited directed fishery of 
approximately 500 mt. 

At its June 2005 meeting, the Council 
selected a preferred pilot program 
alternative to rationalize the Central 
GOA rockfish fishery. The program was 
developed by the Council under the 
authority of the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act of 2004. If approved 
by the Secretary, the Central GOA 
Rockfish Pilot Program would allocate 
rockfish, associated groundfish, halibut 
PSC limits, and groundfish sideboard 
limits to a specific group of eligible 
harvesters in 2007. These amounts are 
expected to be identified in September 
2006 and would modify the harvest 
specifications for 2007. 

Changes From the Proposed 2006 and 
2007 Harvest Specifications for the 
GOA 

In October 2005, the Council’s 
recommendations for the proposed 2006 
and 2007 harvest specifications (70 FR 
74739, December 16, 2005) were based 
largely on information contained in the 
2004 SAFE report for the GOA 
groundfish fisheries, dated November 
2004. The Council recommended that 
the 2006 and 2007 OFLs and ABCs for 
stocks in tiers 1 through 3 be based on 
biomass projections as set forth in the 
2004 SAFE report and estimates of 
groundfish harvests through the 2006 
and 2007 fishing years. For stocks in 
tiers 4 through 6, for which projections 
could not be made, the Council 
recommended that OFL and ABC levels 
be unchanged from 2005 until the 2005 
SAFE report could be completed. 

The 2005 SAFE report (dated 
November 2005), which was not 
available when the Council made its 

recommendations in October 2005, 
contains the best and most recent 
scientific information on the condition 
of the groundfish stocks. This report 
was considered in December 2005 by 
the Council when it made its 
recommendations for the final 2006 and 
2007 harvest specifications. Based on 
the 2005 SAFE report, the sum of the 
2006 recommended final TACs for the 
GOA (291,950 mt) is 9,354 mt less than 
the proposed sum of TACs (301,304 mt). 
The largest 2006 increases occurred for 
Pacific cod, from 42,128 mt to 52,264 mt 
(24 percent increase); deep water 
flatfish, from 6,820 mt to 8,665 mt (27 
percent increase), other rockfish, from 
670 mt to 1,480 mt (121 percent 
increase), pelagic shelf rockfish, from 
4,415 mt to 5,436 mt (23 percent 
increase) and for Atka mackerel, from 
600 mt to 1,500 mt (150 percent 
increase). The largest decreases 
occurred for pollock, from 105,220 mt to 
85,807 mt (18 percent decrease) and for 
rex sole, from 12,650 mt to 9,200 mt (27 
percent decrease). Other increases or 
decreases in both 2006 and 2007 are 
within these ranges. 

Compared to the proposed 2006 and 
2007 harvest specifications, the 
Council’s final 2006 and 2007 TAC 
recommendations increase fishing 
opportunities for species for which the 
Council had sufficient information to 
raise TAC levels. These include, Pacific 
cod, deep water flatfish, other rockfish, 
northern rockfish, Pacific ocean perch, 
shortraker rockfish, thornyhead 
rockfish, longnose and other skates, and 
Atka mackerel. Conversely, the Council 
reduced TAC levels to provide greater 
protection for several species; these 
include pollock, rex sole, flathead sole, 
shallow water flatfish, sablefish, 
rougheye rockfish, and big skates. The 
changes recommended by the Council 
for the 2006 and 2007 fishing years were 
based on the best scientific information 
available, consistent with National 
Standard 2 of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Act, and within a reasonable range of 
variation from the proposed TAC 
recommendations so that the affected 
public was fairly apprised and could 
have made meaningful comments based 
on the proposed harvest specifications. 

TABLE 1.—FINAL 2006 ABCS, TACS, AND OVERFISHING LEVELS OF GROUNDFISH FOR THE WESTERN/CENTRAL/WEST 
YAKUTAT (W/C/WYK), WESTERN (W), CENTRAL (C), EASTERN (E) REGULATORY AREAS, AND IN THE WEST YAKUTAT 
(WYK), SOUTHEAST OUTSIDE (SEO), AND GULFWIDE (GW) DISTRICTS OF THE GULF OF ALASKA 

[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 

Totals Species Area 1 ABC TAC Overfishing 
level 

Pollock 2 ............................................. Shumagin (610) .................. 28,918 28,918 n/a 
Chirikof (620) ...................... 30,492 30,492 n/a 
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TABLE 1.—FINAL 2006 ABCS, TACS, AND OVERFISHING LEVELS OF GROUNDFISH FOR THE WESTERN/CENTRAL/WEST 
YAKUTAT (W/C/WYK), WESTERN (W), CENTRAL (C), EASTERN (E) REGULATORY AREAS, AND IN THE WEST YAKUTAT 
(WYK), SOUTHEAST OUTSIDE (SEO), AND GULFWIDE (GW) DISTRICTS OF THE GULF OF ALASKA—Continued 

[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 

Totals Species Area 1 ABC TAC Overfishing 
level 

Kodiak (630) ....................... 18,448 18,448 n/a 
WYK (640) .......................... 1,792 1,792 n/a 

Subtotal ...................... ............................................................ W/C/WYK ............................ 79,650 79,650 110,100 

SEO (650) ........................... 6,157 6,157 8,209 

Total .................... ............................................................ ............................................. 86,807 86,807 118,309 

Pacific cod 3 ....................................... W ........................................ 26,855 20,141 n/a 
C ......................................... 37,873 28,405 n/a 
E ......................................... 4,131 3,718 n/a 

Total .................... ............................................................ ............................................. 68,859 52,264 95,500 

Flatfish 4 (deep-water) ....................... W ........................................ 420 420 n/a 
C ......................................... 4,139 4,139 n/a 
WYK .................................... 2,661 2,661 n/a 
SEO .................................... 1,445 1,445 n/a 

Total .................... ............................................................ ............................................. 8,665 8,665 11,008 

Rex sole ............................................. W ........................................ 1,159 1,159 n/a 
C ......................................... 5,506 5,506 n/a 
WYK .................................... 1,049 1,049 n/a 
SEO .................................... 1,486 1,486 n/a 

Total .................... ............................................................ ............................................. 9,200 9,200 12,000 

Flathead sole ..................................... W ........................................ 10,548 2,000 n/a 
C ......................................... 25,195 5,000 n/a 
WYK .................................... 2,022 2,022 n/a 
SEO .................................... 55 55 n/a 

Total .................... ............................................................ ............................................. 37,820 9,077 47,003 

Flatfish 5 (shallow-water) ................... W ........................................ 24,720 4,500 n/a 
C ......................................... 24,258 13,000 n/a 
WYK .................................... 628 628 n/a 
SEO .................................... 1,844 1,844 n/a 

Total .................... ............................................................ ............................................. 51,450 19,972 62,418 

Arrowtooth flounder ........................... W ........................................ 20,154 8,000 n/a 
C ......................................... 134,906 25,000 n/a 
WYK .................................... 15,954 2,500 n/a 
SEO .................................... 6,830 2,500 n/a 

Total .................... ............................................................ ............................................. 177,844 38,000 207,678 

Sablefish 6 .......................................... W ........................................ 2,670 2,670 n/a 
C ......................................... 6,370 6,370 n/a 
WYK .................................... 2,280 2,280 n/a 
SEO .................................... 3,520 3,520 n/a 

Subtotal ...................... ............................................................ E ......................................... 5,800 5,800 n/a 

Total .................... ............................................................ ............................................. 14,840 14,840 17,880 

Pacific ocean perch 7 ......................... W ........................................ 4,155 4,155 4,931 
C ......................................... 7,418 7,418 8,806 
WYK .................................... 1,101 1,101 n/a 
SEO .................................... 1,587 1,587 n/a 

Subtotal ...................... ............................................................ E ......................................... 2,688 2,688 3,190 

Total .................... ............................................................ ............................................. 14,261 14,261 16,927 

Shortraker rockfish 8 .......................... W ........................................ 153 153 n/a 
C ......................................... 353 353 n/a 
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TABLE 1.—FINAL 2006 ABCS, TACS, AND OVERFISHING LEVELS OF GROUNDFISH FOR THE WESTERN/CENTRAL/WEST 
YAKUTAT (W/C/WYK), WESTERN (W), CENTRAL (C), EASTERN (E) REGULATORY AREAS, AND IN THE WEST YAKUTAT 
(WYK), SOUTHEAST OUTSIDE (SEO), AND GULFWIDE (GW) DISTRICTS OF THE GULF OF ALASKA—Continued 

[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 

Totals Species Area 1 ABC TAC Overfishing 
level 

E ......................................... 337 337 n/a 

Total .................... ............................................................ ............................................. 843 843 1,124 

Rougheye rockfish 9 ........................... W ........................................ 136 136 n/a 
C ......................................... 608 608 n/a 
E ......................................... 239 239 n/a 

Total .................... ............................................................ ............................................. 983 983 1,180 
Other rockfish 10 11 ............................. W ........................................ 577 577 n/a 

C ......................................... 386 386 n/a 
WYK .................................... 317 317 n/a 
SEO .................................... 2,872 200 n/a 

Total .................... ............................................................ ............................................. 4,152 1,480 5,394 

Northern rockfish 11 12 ........................ W ........................................ 1,483 1,483 n/a 
C ......................................... 3,608 3,608 n/a 
E ......................................... 0 0 n/a 

Total .................... ............................................................ ............................................. 5,091 5,091 7,673 

Pelagic shelf rockfish 13 ..................... W ........................................ 1,438 1,438 n/a 
C ......................................... 3,262 3,262 n/a 
WYK .................................... 301 301 n/a 
SEO .................................... 435 435 n/a 

Total .................... ............................................................ ............................................. 5,436 5,436 6,662 

Thornyhead rockfish .......................... W ........................................ 513 513 n/a 
C ......................................... 989 989 n/a 
E ......................................... 707 707 n/a 

Total .................... ............................................................ ............................................. 2,209 2,209 2,945 

Big skates 14 ...................................... W ........................................ 695 695 n/a 
C ......................................... 2,250 2,250 n/a 
E ......................................... 599 599 n/a 

Total .................... ............................................................ ............................................. 3,544 3,544 4,726 

Longnose skates 15 ............................ W ........................................ 65 65 n/a 
C ......................................... 1,969 1,969 n/a 
E ......................................... 861 861 n/a 

Total .................... ............................................................ ............................................. 2,895 2,895 3,860 

Other skates 16 .................................. GW ...................................... 1,617 1,617 2,156 
Demersal shelf rockfish 18 ................. SEO .................................... 410 410 650 
Atka mackerel .................................... GW ...................................... 4,700 1,500 6,200 
Other GW species 17 19 ...................... GW ...................................... n/a 13,856 n/a 

TOTAL 20 ............. ............................................................ ............................................. 500,626 291,950 631,293 

1 Regulatory areas and districts are defined at § 679.2. 
2 Pollock is apportioned in the Western/Central Regulatory Areas among three statistical areas. During the A season, the apportionment is 

based on an adjusted estimate of the relative distribution of pollock biomass of approximately 22 percent, 57 percent, and 21 percent in Statis-
tical Areas 610, 620, and 630, respectively. During the B season, the apportionment is based on the relative distribution of pollock biomass at 22 
percent, 69 percent, and 9 percent in Statistical Areas 610, 620, and 630, respectively. During the C and D seasons, the apportionment is based 
on the relative distribution of pollock biomass at 53 percent, 15 percent, and 32 percent in Statistical Areas 610, 620, and 630, respectively. 
These seasonal apportionments for 2006 and 2007 are shown in Tables 5 and 6. In the West Yakutat and Southeast Outside Districts of the 
Eastern Regulatory Area, pollock is not divided into seasonal allowances. 

3 The annual Pacific cod TAC is apportioned 60 percent to an A season and 40 percent to a B season in the Western and Central Regulatory 
Areas of the GOA. Pacific cod is allocated 90 percent for processing by the inshore component and 10 percent for processing by the offshore 
component. Seasonal apportionments and component allocations of TAC for 2006 and 2007 are shown in Tables 7 and 8. 

4 ‘‘Deep water flatfish’’ means Dover sole, Greenland turbot, and deepsea sole. 
5 ‘‘Shallow water flatfish’’ means flatfish not including ‘‘deep water flatfish’’, flathead sole, rex sole, or arrowtooth flounder. 
6 Sablefish is allocated to trawl and hook-and-line gears for 2006 and to trawl gear in 2007 these amounts are shown in Tables 3 and 4. 
7 ‘‘Pacific ocean perch’’ means Sebastes alutus. 
8 ‘‘Shortraker rockfish’’ means Sebastes borealis. 
9 ‘‘Rougheye rockfish’’ means Sebastes aleutianus. 
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10 ‘‘Other rockfish’’ in the Western and Central Regulatory Areas and in the West Yakutat District means slope rockfish and demersal shelf 
rockfish. The category ‘‘other rockfish’’ in the SEO District means slope rockfish. 

11 ‘‘Slope rockfish’’ means Sebastes aurora (aurora), S. melanostomus (blackgill), S. paucispinis (bocaccio), S. goodei (chilipepper), S. crameri 
(darkblotch), S. elongatus (greenstriped), S. variegatus (harlequin), S. wilsoni (pygmy), S. babcocki (redbanded), S. proriger (redstripe), S. 
zacentrus (sharpchin), S. jordani (shortbelly), S. brevispinis (silvergrey), S. diploproa (splitnose), S. saxicola (stripetail), S. miniatus (vermilion), 
and S. reedi (yellowmouth). In the Eastern Regulatory Area only, slope rockfish also includes northern rockfish, S. polyspinis. 

12 ‘‘Northern rockfish’’ means Sebastes polyspinis. 
13 ‘‘Pelagic shelf rockfish’’ means Sebastes ciliatus (dark), S. variabilis (dusky), S. entomelas (widow), and S. flavidus (yellowtail). 
14 Big skate means Raja binoculata. 
15 Longnose skate means Raja rhina. 
16 Other skates means Bathyraja spp. 
17 N/A means not applicable. 
18 ‘‘Demersal shelf rockfish’’ means Sebastes pinniger (canary), S. nebulosus (china), S. caurinus (copper), S. maliger (quillback), S. 

helvomaculatus (rosethorn), S. nigrocinctus (tiger), and S. ruberrimus (yelloweye). 
19 ‘‘Other species’’ means sculpins, sharks, squid, and octopus. There is no OFL or ABC for ‘‘other species’’, the TAC for ‘‘other species’’ 

equals 5 percent of the TACs for assessed target species. 
20 The total ABC and OFL is the sum of the ABCs and OFLs for assessed target species. 

TABLE 2.—FINAL 2007 ABCS, TACS, AND OVERFISHING LEVELS OF GROUNDFISH FOR THE WESTERN/CENTRAL/WEST 
YAKUTAT (W/C/WYK), WESTERN (W), CENTRAL (C) EASTERN (E) REGULATORY AREAS, AND IN THE WEST YAKUTAT 
(WYK), SOUTHEAST OUTSIDE (SEO), AND GULFWIDE (GW) DISTRICTS OF THE GULF OF ALASKA 

[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 

Total Species Area1 ABC TAC Overfishing 
level 

Pollock 2 ............................................. Shumagin (610) .................. 23,022 23,022 n/a 
Chirikof (620) ...................... 24,275 24,275 n/a 
Kodiak (630) ....................... 14,687 14,687 n/a 
WYK (640) .......................... 1,426 1,426 n/a 

Subtotal ...................... ............................................................ W/C/WYK ............................ 63,410 63,410 89,500 

SEO (650) ........................... 6,157 6,157 8,209 

Total .................... ............................................................ ............................................. 69,567 69,567 97,709 

Pacific cod 3 ....................................... W ........................................ 19,292 14,469 n/a 
C ......................................... 27,206 20,405 n/a 
E ......................................... 2,968 2,671 n/a 

Total .................... ............................................................ ............................................. 49,466 37,545 59,100 

Flatfish 4 (deep-water) ....................... W ........................................ 421 421 n/a 
C ......................................... 4,145 4,145 n/a 
WYK .................................... 2,665 2,665 n/a 
SEO .................................... 1,446 1,446 n/a 

Total .................... ............................................................ ............................................. 8,677 8,677 11,022 

Rex sole ............................................. W ........................................ 1,096 1,096 n/a 
C ......................................... 5,207 5,207 n/a 
WYK .................................... 992 992 n/a 
SEO .................................... 1,405 1,405 n/a 

Total .................... ............................................................ ............................................. 8,700 8,700 11,400 

Flathead sole ..................................... W ........................................ 10,932 2,000 n/a 
C ......................................... 26,111 5,000 n/a 
WYK .................................... 2,096 2,096 n/a 
SEO .................................... 57 57 n/a 

Total .................... ............................................................ ............................................. 39,196 9,153 48,763 

Flatfish 5 (shallow-water) ................... W ........................................ 24,720 4,500 n/a 
C ......................................... 27,258 13,000 n/a 
WYK .................................... 628 628 n/a 
SEO .................................... 1,844 1,844 n/a 

Total .................... ............................................................ ............................................. 51,450 19,972 62,418 

Arrowtooth flounder ........................... W ........................................ 21,011 8,000 n/a 
C ......................................... 140,640 25,000 n/a 
WYK .................................... 16,632 2,500 n/a 
SEO .................................... 7,120 2,500 n/a 

Total .................... ............................................................ ............................................. 185,403 38,000 216,500 

Sablefish 6 .......................................... W ........................................ 2,360 2,360 n/a 
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